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Miramonte baseball’s senior captain and third baseman
heads to Cornell

Joe Hollerbach
By Jon Kingdon

Coming off an 18-6-2 record in
2018, the Miramonte baseball
team was approaching this
past season with great opti-
mism. However, as John
Steinbeck once wrote: “The
best laid plans of mice and
men go awry.” With a 7-16
record, it was the first losing
season for Miramonte since
2013.

It had to be particularly
onerous for Joe Hollerbach, a
senior captain of the team,
though he found a way to keep
the team focused as the losses
mounted: “There were a lot of
us that were on the team from
my junior year that were mo-
tivated by the loss to San
Marin in the NCS playoffs.
Despite this year’s struggles,
we made the effort to make
sure that everyone was work-
ing hard. It was alot of fun
being with my teammates and
despite our record, we all got
better together.” This season's
top highlight for Hollerbach
and Miramonte had to be get-
ting revenge against San
Marin in the second week of
the season, winning by a score
of 4-2.
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Hollerbach’s love of base-
ball began at an early age: “My
grandfather had played base-
ball at the University of Cali-
fornia and my first experi-
ences with baseball began
with my playing catch with
him in the garage when I was
4 or 5 years old.”

As is the wont of most
athletes in Lamorinda, water
sports was also part of Holler-
bach’s athletic experience,
having played water polo for
Miramonte and on a club team
through his sophomore year
before focusing entirely on
baseball: “It was more of a
hobby that I enjoyed doing
with my friends.”

Playing for Miramonte
head coach Kevin Hodges his
junior and senior years was a
positive for Hollerbach: “He
was a super passionate guy
that put the players first and
has a lot of love for the play-
ers. He worked to get every-
one better and sacrificed his
time so that we could develop
as ball players and as people.”

Hodges spoke of the char-
acter and leadership that
Hollerbach brought to the
team: “Joe set the tempo, the
mood, the tone and the disci-

pline for the team. He was an
extension of the coaching
staff.”

Hollerbach also gives
credit for his play to a former
Miramonte student, Samuel
Liang, with whom he played
with at Miramonte and who is
now playing for San Jose State:
“I got a lot of reps with Samuel
and he really helped me to de-
velop as a player.”

Hollerbach did some
pitching for Miramonte but
his primary position for the
Matadors was at third base
and he batted “in the .380’s
this year.”

Despite the team’s disap-
pointing season, Hollerbach
was recruited to play baseball
by a number of schools, but it
was an easy decision for
Hollerbach: “Cornell was my
first choice. It’s a very good
school academically and they
have a good baseball team
where I can see myself getting
better, being able to continue
to play a sport that I love. Af-
ter visiting the campus, I was
able to see myself fitting in
there. The weather may take
some getting used to but it will
be a new experience and 'm
excited about it.”

Frank Hager, an assistant
coach and the head of recruit-
ing for the Cornell baseball
team sees great potential in
the 6’3” 200 pound Holler-
bach: “We knew about Joe for
about a year and a half. He
had a good season as a junior
and we saw him play in late
June last year. He’s an ath-
letic, strong kid who has a
good arm and plays good de-
fense. We focused on offense
this year and believe that Joe
will help us with his bat and
defense. Isee him playing a
good third base for us in the
years to come. He’s a fun, en-
ergetic guy that got along with
everyone when he made his
visit to Cornell. His coaches
spoke very highly about his
leadership abilities and his
character.”

Miramonte was more than
a sports vehicle for Holler-
bach: “It’s a great environ-
ment for people wanting to do
well academically. Still the
students are able to have fun
and enjoy their friends and
other experiences. My fa-
vorite classes were in math
and science along with AP sta-
tistics and a class in Law and
Society.”

The future economics ma-
jor approached baseball as he
did his classes: “My favorite
part of the game is the mental
side of it. It’s preparing for
every possible situation.”

A good rule to follow on
the field and in the classroom.

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP
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AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL
GRADES 4 = 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 8 thru July 19 (M -F) TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $400 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com

Visit us at ShermanSwim.com
925-283- 2100

¢ Private Swim Lessons

¢ 1, 2 or 3 days per week
¢ Classes in 92° Water
¢ Diving Lessons

¢ Parties that make a splash!

Sherman swim ScHooOL

Summer

Session
Enrolling

i

GRADES K-12 PRE ALGEBRA o

8 MAKE SENSE

BBQs, Beaches, and
Better Grades

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

Flat Monthly Fee.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

| 1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
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VISIT e & HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
ALGEBRA 1& 2 e GEOMETRY e PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS e SAT/ACT PREP

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS






